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A woman of strong religious faith, Mrs.
Henson has said she would not have made it
through her life’s tragedies without the Lord on
her side.

But made it she has, and it is my great
honor to recognize her now.

And with that, | hope all my colleagues will
join me in wishing Miriam Henson a happy
105th birthday, and continued health and hap-
piness.

Her unwavering leadership and accomplish-
ments serve as an example of excellence to
us all and will forever resonate in the commu-
nity.

—————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2012

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
George W. Bush was inaugurated, the na-
tional debt was $5,727,776,738,304.64. When
Barack Obama was inaugurated, the national
debt was $10,626,877,048,913.08. This was a
$4,899,100,310,608.44 increase in 8 years.
Last week, the debt climbed to
$15,574,238,368,104.89, which means that
President Obama has raised the debt more in
just over 3 years than President Bush did in
8 years.

This is debt our nation, our economy, and
our children could have avoided with a bal-
anced budget amendment.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF LCDR
DALE TAYLOR

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2012

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the life of LCDR Dale Taylor of the
United States Coast Guard. Lieutenant Com-
mander Taylor was a native of Snow Hill,
North Carolina, which is in my Congressional
District. Lieutenant Commander Taylor was
one of four Coast Guardsmen that tragically
lost their lives when Coast Guard Helicopter
6535 went down off the coast of Alabama
while conducting a training exercise on Feb-
ruary 28, 2012.

Lieutenant Commander Taylor was a source
of great pride in his hometown of Snow Hill.
He exemplified to the community what was
possible with hard work and determination.
Lieutenant Commander Taylor graduated from
Greene Central High School and later Appa-
lachian State University. After receiving his
bachelor’'s degree he joined the United States
Coast Guard and completed Officer Candidate
School. Shortly thereafter, he received his
wings of gold, making him a naval aviator.

Lieutenant Commander Taylor epitomized
what it meant to serve with honor and distinc-
tion. These facts were demonstrated in De-
cember of 2003 when Lieutenant Commander
Taylor jumped from a Coast Guard helicopter
into the Atlantic Ocean during a violent winter
storm to save the final person aboard a sink-
ing sailboat. He was awarded the Coast
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Guard Medal for these heroic actions, and
later earned two Coast Guard Achievement
Medals and Five Commandant’s Letter of
Commendation Ribbons, along with numerous
unit and service awards. In only 36 years,
Lieutenant Commander Taylor accomplished
more than most people do in a full lifetime.

Lieutenant Commander Taylor is survived
by his two sons, Evan D. Taylor and Emmet
J. Taylor; his wife, Teresa D. Taylor; and his
parents Larry T. Taylor and Judy L. Taylor. |
offer my sincere appreciation to his loved ones
for his service in the United States Coast
Guard and his selfless efforts in the defense
of our great nation. | ask that my colleagues
join me in offering heartfelt condolences to
Lieutenant Commander Taylor's family. | pray
that his life serves as a guiding force in his
sons’ lives. Their dad gave them an example
that is paralleled by no other.

————————

HONORING THE LIFE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF MR. RAY MAHMOOD
ON HIS 60TH BIRTHDAY

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2012

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today | join
with my distinguished colleagues, Congress-
man HOWARD BERMAN of California and Con-
gressman JIM MORAN of Virginia, to honor the
outstanding life achievements of Mr. Ray
Mahmood, as he celebrates his 60th birthday
on March 23, 2012.

Ray began his “American Dream” story
when he moved from Pakistan to Alexandria,
Virginia in the early 1970s, bringing with him
a belief that anything is possible in America.
Starting out with nothing, Ray saved $5,000 to
invest in a gas station in Alexandria. His hard
work turned the business venture into a suc-
cess, and he seized the opportunity to earn
his real estate license and establish Mahmood
Investment Corporation. Ray proved to have
the genius and creativity to rapidly expand his
enterprises into a broad array of develop-
ments. His projects have revitalized numerous
locations, creating economic activity and em-
ployment through his developments in the res-
idential, hotel, and commercial sectors of the
real estate industry.

We congratulate Ray on his remarkable
success in business, but we believe his great-
est achievements are found in his tireless
dedication to civic, political, and diplomatic
work. Ray and his wife, Shaista, have made it
their mission to bring people together to meet
the challenges of United States-Pakistan rela-
tions. Ray’s passion for this important diplo-
matic work and his ability to unite people of
many backgrounds, have made him an indis-
pensable factor in efforts to strengthen ties be-
tween America and south Asia. His unique tal-
ent to work with community leaders, and with
all levels of government make him a legend as
a problem-solver and as a citizen-statesman.
As Ambassador-at-Large for Pakistan to the
United States, Ray is an integral part of
crafting effective foreign policy, and building
person-to-person relationships between the
two countries.

Ray and Shaista have turned their home
into a hub of political discussion, hospitality,
and a place where countless friendships are
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made. We are proud to be among the many,
many friends of Ray Mahmood. On the occa-
sion of his birthday celebration, Congressman
BERMAN, Congressman MORAN and | honor
Ray’s innumerable achievements in business
and political life, and wish Ray and Shaista all
the best in the coming years.
—

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW
HAMPSHIRE EXECUTIVE COUN-
CILOR RAYMOND J. WIECZOREK
ON 22 YEARS OF EXEMPLARY
SERVICE TO THE STATE OF NEW
HAMPSHIRE

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2012

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, last month, one
of New Hampshire’s greatest citizens and po-
litical figures announced his retirement after
nearly twenty-two years of continuous public
service to the State of New Hampshire and his
home city of Manchester. It is my honor and
privilege to thank and pay tribute to my per-
sonal friend and predecessor, former Man-
chester Mayor and current New Hampshire
Executive Councilor Raymond J. Wieczorek.

Councilor Wieczorek is among the finest ex-
amples of the selfless public servant who has
served his country, state, and city in various
capacities for many years. Raised in rural
Connecticut in a tight knit Polish family, Ray
Wieczorek learned from an early age the im-
portance of honesty, generosity and hard
work. Ray applied these lessons throughout
his life beginning with his service in the U.S.
Armed Services during the Korean Conflict
and later opening the Wieczorek Insurance
Agency in his adopted home of Manchester,
New Hampshire. Throughout his professional
career, Ray gave back to his community by
volunteering for over twenty community clubs
and non-profit organizations like the United
Way and the Boys and Girls Club of Man-
chester. However, his professional career is
most noted by his leadership and service as
Mayor of Manchester for five consecutive
terms and six subsequent terms as an elected
Member of the New Hampshire Executive
Council.

Over the years, Ray has been recognized
by numerous groups for his citizenship and
leadership by such organizations as the Man-
chester Chamber of Commerce, the Granite
State Taxpayers, the United States Small
Business Administration and the New Hamp-
shire State Republican Committee, just to
name a few. However, far surpassing these
recognitions is Ray’s great love for both family
and friends. He dutifully served as loving hus-
band to his late wife Susan and continues to
be a loving father to his children, stepchildren
and grandchildren.

———

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD
MILANOVICH

HON. MARY BONO MACK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2012

Mrs. BONO MACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay respect to a dear friend and great
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